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New Providence Memorial Library 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

 

April 19, 2022 
    

Board of Trustees: Mr. J. Cronin* Mr. J. Richter* 

Roll Call Ms. Lisa Florio* Ms. K. Stieh 

 Ms. A. Mascarina Mr. Stephen Vidal* 

 Ms. L. McKnight* Ms. Angela Wilson* 

 Mr. M. Ondris*  

                                                        (* indicates present) 

 

A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the New Providence Memorial Library was held on April 19, 

2022 in the Conti Family Community Room. 

 

Vice President Mark Ondris called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, and stated that adequate notice had been 

given in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act by both publication of the meeting schedule in The 

Courier News and the Star-Ledger and on the library’s website, and the Borough of New Providence’s website. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

Sangeeta Benbow, President of the Friends was in attendance.   

 

New Board member Perry Scopelliti took the Oath of Office and Oath of Allegiance.  The Board introduced 

themselves and welcomed him as a new member.  Mr. Scopelliti provided the Board with a brief biography 

including his volunteer work in New Providence. 

 

FRIENDS REPORT: 

 

Artwork from high school students as well as the four Friends curators (Louise Wheeler, Lynn Celler, Beth 

Spiegel and Denise Moser) is now on display in both the Conti Room and the gallery and for the first time since 

each area was refurbished.  

 

Currently, the bank account has approximately $23,000 which includes a $5000 donation from one individual. 

 

The first music concert since the beginning of the pandemic took place on April 3.  HMS Pinafore by the New 

Jersey Light Opera was well attended and many patrons were happy to be back at the library for a concert.  The 

next concert will take place on June 12 and feature the jazz guitarist Abe Obadiah. 

 

The Art of the Mask will be the next art show. 

 

The spring appeal letter has been mailed out and checks are already being received. 

 

Mr. Ondris suggested that there should be a formal dedication of the newly refurbished library gallery with both 

the Friends, who paid for the lighting, and the Lions, who paid for the furniture, in attendance. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

A motion to approve the minutes of the March 15, 2022 meeting as amended was made by Mr. Cronin and 

seconded by Ms. Wilson.  The minutes of the meeting held on March 15, 2022 as amended were approved 

unanimously with Mr. Richter abstaining. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

Board Secretary – (Open):  There was no report presented.   

 

Superintendent of School’s Designee – Jay Richter:  Mr. Richter reported that the New Providence school 

district was named a Best Community for Music Education for the tenth consecutive year (eleven years overall). 

 

Youth art was celebrated in March and students’ work is on display at Borough Hall and at businesses 

throughout the borough. 

 

The community is continuing to become healthier as COVID cases continue to fall.  The school district will no 

longer perform contact tracing or quarantining starting after spring break.  Little to no transmission has been 

observed in the schools recently. 

 

Spring concerts in all 4 schools will be coming up in May which will include the band, the orchestra and the 

vocal music. 

 

The Board of Education will present its budget next Monday, April 25 and the Superintendent of Schools will 

have another forum on May 3 when he will discuss the components of a possible bond referendum. 

 

Mayor’s Designee – Lisa McKnight:  Ms. McKnight reported that the council is working on the budget for the 

next fiscal year which will be presented at the next council meeting. 

  

The DeCorso Community Center will have a grand reopening on April 28. 

  

Pedestrian bridges (Mee Lane and Dunlop Street)  have been delivered and installed although they still need to 

be anchored to the ground. 

  

The JCP Foundation, named after Julia Prasad a high school student who passed away in 2020, presents 

scholarships to high school students who are in either the marching band or color guard.  The Foundation and 

Jim Madden will be presenting a tree to the library which will be planted on library grounds adjacent to the 

main parking lot near the side entrance. 

  

Ms. McKnight will meet later this week with the Library Director, the Borough Administrator and the head of 

the DPW to clarify the procedures for the library to use to request repairs as well as to determine the 

responsibilities of both the Borough and the Library with regard to repairs and capital improvements at the 

library. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  

 

Ms. Florio reminded the Board members that Financial Disclosure reports need to be submitted by April 30. 

 

The brick paver honoring retired employee Evelyn Rottmann has arrived and will be installed adjacent to the 

walkway by Alain Au. 
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A schedule has been set for the Strategic Plan focus groups.  The consultants will be here at the library from 

May 24 through May 26.  Different groups will be scheduled to meet at different times over the three days.  The 

Board of Trustees are scheduled to meet on May 25 from 8:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  The Educators group 

(Administrators, Media Specialists and Librarians) is scheduled to meet on May 24 from 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM.  

Additional groups such as the Friends of the Library, Parents & Caregivers, Seniors and Council Members have 

also been tentatively scheduled at various times over the three-day period.  (Some meetings may have some 

Council members and Trustees at them to avoid the need for an open public meeting notification.) 

 

Representatives from MAIN (Morris Automated Information Network) and LMxAC (Libraries of Middlesex 

Automation Consortium) will be invited to address the Board on the merits of the library joining their groups.  

Presentations will be scheduled for the May and June Board of Trustee meetings. 

 

Mr. Ondris made a motion to accept the Director’s Report as submitted.  Mr. Cronin seconded the motion and 

the motion was passed unanimously. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

       Personnel:  There was no report presented. 

          

       Policy:  There was no report presented. 

       

       Sunshine:  There was no report presented. 

 

       Marketing & Strategic Planning:  There was no report presented.  

 

       Building & Grounds:  Ms. Florio conducted a library tour for Mr. Vidal, Ms. Wilson and Ms. McKnight 

in March so they could see all parts of the library including those not accessible to the public.  During the tour 

various topics were discussed such as the recent NJCBA grant application, drainage and HVAC issues, 

extermination and storage.    

 

       Finance:  Mr. Cronin distributed the final version of the audit report to the Trustees.  He noted that the 

library received an unqualified or clean opinion and there were no management letter comments.  The report 

will be reviewed at the next Board meeting. 

                    

Upon review of the Budget vs Actual report, Mr. Cronin observed that fines continue to be higher than expected 

and many expenses continue to track below the budgeted amounts. 

 

ACTION ON BILLS: 

                       

                     Motion to approve the April 2022 Operating Account and 

                     Special Gifts Account Bills Payable:                         J. Cronin            

                     Seconded:                       M. Ondris 

 

Operating Account 74,505.19$    

Special Gifts Account 675.36$         

Total 75,180.55$     
 

Motion to pay the April 2022 Operating Account and Special Gifts Account Bills Payable was unanimously 

approved. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

 

There was no old business discussed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Ms. Florio brought up the issue of a vendor who had been given a down payment to purchase materials to be 

used for a project at the library.  The vendor has not started the work nor has he actually purchased the 

materials.  Ms. Florio has requested several times that he return the down payment but no money has been 

received.  A New Providence Police Department detective recently spoke with the vendor who stated he would 

call Ms. Florio but he still has not contacted her.  The Detective suggested that Ms. Florio send the vendor a 

certified letter.  If there is no response to the letter, the matter will be referred back to the Police Department for 

further action.  The Trustees approved the letter which will be sent from the President of the Board of Trustees 

and Ms. Florio will mail it by certified mail this week. 

 

Mr. Ondris asked Ms. Florio about the status of the Personnel Policy by the attorney. Ms. Florio reported that 

parts of the revision of the Personnel Policy regarding New Jersey Family Leave Act and the library’s 

retirement benefit have not yet been received from the attorney. 

 

Ms. Wilson asked about how someone would go about booking the community rooms at the library.  Ms. Florio 

responded that there is a meeting room policy and an application form both of which can be found on the 

library’s website.  In addition, proof of liability insurance is required to use the community room as well as  

rooms in all other borough buildings. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

There being no further business, Mr. Ondris made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Cronin seconded the 

motion.  The motion was passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 

______________________                                                  _______________________ 

Leonard Favreau      Mark Ondris 

Secretary to the Board      Vice President 

 

 

 

 


