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New Providence Memorial Library 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

 

June 15, 2021 
    

Board of Trustees: Mr. A. Au* Mayor A. Morgan 

Roll Call Mr. J. Cronin* Ms. D. Munies* 

 Ms. Lisa Florio* Mr. M. Ondris* 

 Mr. K. Lee* Mr. J. Richter* 

 Ms. A. Mascarina Ms. K. Stieh* 

 

        (* indicates present on the conference call) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the New Providence Memorial Library was held on June 15, 2021 by 

conference call. 

 

President Kelli Stieh called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm, and stated that adequate notice had been given in 

compliance with the amended Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

Sangeeta Benbow, President of the Friends, was in attendance on the conference call. 

 

FRIENDS REPORT: 

 

Sangeeta Benbow, President of the Friends, reported that about $14,000 has been received which is 82% of the 

Friends’ fundraising goal.  There will be a second round of fundraising in the fall.   

 

A check for $500 will be given to one of the Centennial Awardees.   

 

Judging for the High School students’ juried art show is complete.  There will be an in-library art show in 

September.  Previously cancelled shows will get first priority. 

 

Ms. Benbow said that she tries to have at least one member of the Friends present at events and programs to 

help make the public aware of how the Friends contribute to the library.  

 

Helene Langezaal is the newest member of the Friends of the Library Board.  The craft fare will be held 

hopefully on October 16th.  “Food Truck Friday” will be a possible fundraiser. 

   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

There was some discussion regarding the policy changes adopted at the previous Board meeting.  Ms. Munies 

suggested that a PayPal account would be very convenient to pay fines.  Ms. Florio noted that we are in the 

process of changing banks and an electronic payment method will be looked into.  Mr. Cronin asked if an 

“aging” report could be generated to see how much overdue and lost book money is outstanding over time.  Ms. 

Florio will look into this. 
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Mr. Cronin requested minor changes to the Finance report in the May meeting minutes, specifically regarding 

the 2020 audit. 

 

A motion to approve the minutes of the May 18, 2021 meeting as amended was made by Mr. Cronin and 

seconded by Mr. Lee.  The minutes of the meeting held on May 18, 2021 were approved unanimously as 

amended. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

  

Board Secretary – Alain Au:  Ms. Stieh reported that a patron sent a very nice email complimenting the 

library for continuing service and efforts during the COVID pandemic. 

 

Board of Education Liaison – Jay Richter:  Mr. Richter thanked the Friends of the Library for the Juried Art 

Exhibition for the High School students.  He said that it was an amazing experience for the students.   Many 

students submitted their creative works to the exhibition. 

 

End of year activities are in progress at all levels in the schools.  These included field week and bike rodeos at 

the elementary schools and senior awards and community scholarship recognition at the high school. There will 

be additional activities next week including eighth grade promotion ceremony and high school graduation. 

 

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Allen Morgan: There was no Mayor’s report presented. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:   

 

Ms. Florio said that summer programming will be similar to that of 2020 with no large events planned.  

Summer Reading progress will be reported on-line.  The teen bike brigade will be used again to bring prizes to 

the winners of the contests.  Prizes will include gift certificates from six local businesses.  

 

Ms. Florio wondered what the summer would be like:  will people go away for vacation or will they stay around 

in town?  People are starting to come back, traffic is picking up in the library. 

 

Mr. Cronin made a motion to accept the Director’s Report as submitted.  Mr. Au seconded the motion and the 

motion was passed unanimously. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

       Personnel:  Ms. Stieh reported that one staff member will be taking family leave for a few weeks. 

 

       Policy:   There was no Policy report presented. 

          

       Sunshine:  There was no report presented. 

 

       Marketing:  The schedule is moving forward and the committee will meet later in the summer. 

 

       COVID:  Ms. Stieh said that this committee will now be called the “Post-COVID” committee.  She 

reported that the committee will meet soon to determine when and how to fully re-open the library.  This 

meeting will include library staff.  She will also look into whether the Trustee meetings can still take place 

virtually, or if the Trustees will be required to meet in person.  Ms. Stieh will be taking a Trustee refresher 

meeting later this week and will look for some guidance. 
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       New Jersey Library Construction Bond Act:  Ms. Florio said that the second round application was 

submitted before the deadline of June 4.  She believes awards will be announced sometime in the second half of 

the year.  Ms. Florio thanked Janet Russell, a volunteer and former grant writer from Chatham, who assisted in 

writing the narrative part of the grant application. 

 

       Finance:  Mr. Cronin reported that he neglected to make a motion to accept the audit report when he 

presented the details last month. 

    

                  Motion to accept the 2020 audit report as submitted by the CPA firm:    J. Cronin 

                  Seconded:       M. Ondris 

 

 The motion to accept the audit report as submitted by the CPA firm was unanimously approved. 

 

 Mr. Cronin presented three motions for the transfer of surplus funds from the 2020 budget into reserve funds. 

 

                  Motion to approve the transfer of $19,000 from the 

                  2020 surplus to the Technology Reserve Fund:               J. Cronin 

                  Seconded:       K. Stieh 

 

The motion to approve the transfer of $19,000 from the 2020 surplus to the Technology Reserve Fund was 

unanimously approved. 

 

                  Motion to approve the transfer of $112,676.92 from the 

                  2020 surplus to the Building and Maintenance Reserve Fund:  J. Cronin 

                  Seconded:       A. Au 

 

The motion to approve the transfer of $112,676.92 from the 2020 surplus to the Building and Maintenance 

Reserve Fund was unanimously approved. 

 

                  Motion to approve the transfer of $10,000.00 from the 2020 

                  surplus to the NJ Construction Bond Act Reserve Fund:   J. Cronin 

                  Seconded:       A. Au 

 

The motion to approve the transfer of $10,000.00 from the 2020 surplus to the NJ Construction Bond Act 

Reserve Fund was unanimously approved. 

 

The Budget Variance Report showed a net surplus of ~$94,000 as of the end of June.   There was no activity on 

the Debit Card last month. 

 

ACTION ON BILLS: 

   

                     Motion to approve the June 2021 Operating Account          J. Cronin 

                     and Special Gifts Account Bills Payable:               

                     Seconded:                    K. Lee 

 

Motion to pay the June 2021 Operating Account Bills Payable and Special Gifts Account Bills Payable was 

unanimously approved. 
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Operating Account: $82,202.55 

SGA Account: $1,310.89 

Debit Card Transactions: $0.00 

Total $83,513.44  
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

There was no old business discussed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Mr. Ondris noted that this month’s library newsletter was exceptional.  He thanked the staff that worked on the 

newsletter.  Ms. Stieh and other Board members agreed!  Ms. Munies asked if a sign up link could be placed on 

the home page of the website.  Ms. Florio said new patrons are always asked if they wish to receive the 

newsletter. 

 

Ms. Stieh said that she will keep everyone informed regarding reopening over the summer when there are no 

Board meetings in July and August.  If there is a need for a meeting before September 21st, Board members will 

be contacted.  Some committees will meet during the summer notably the Marketing and Post-COVID 

committees. 

 

Mr. Au asked if the library has switched over to Investors Bank.  Mr. Cronin replied that the next appropriation 

check will be deposited in the new bank and Operating Account bills in July will be paid from Investors Bank. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

There being no further business, Mr. Cronin made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Au seconded the 

motion.  The motion was passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 pm. 

 

______________________                                                  _______________________ 

Leonard Favreau      Kelli Stieh 

Secretary to the Board      President 


